The Earth has been STOLEN! The Lethal Legion and the Black Order have arrived on 

Earth to fight for cosmic objects called Pyramoids, which are wreaking elemental 

havoc on their surroundings. Most of the world’s heroes and villains have been 

trapped in a mysterious stasis, leaving behind only a handful of Avengers as the 
planet’s last line of defense. 


When Pyramoids landed in Rome and Peru, the remaining Avengers split into teams to 
investigate, but the battle has already claimed several of them, and Black Dwarf beat 
the Rome team to the first Pyramoid. 


After the heroes in Rome saw their Pyramoid inexplicably annihilate Black Dwarf, they 
sent Lightning to Peru to warn the other team of the danger, but he was too late--the = --—= 
Human Torch had already touched the second Pyramoid... 
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THE ASGEAELY 


Got something you'd like to see the NO SURRENDER team chat about here? Email us at MHEROES@MARVEL.COM and 
mark your suggestion “Okay to Print”! 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE CHALLENGER 


When I started designing the Challenger, since he was a very temperamental Elder, I knew he had to be a massive bad guy, maybe as big as 
the Hulk. I always want my designs to be based on silhouettes-- this way I can find a unique shape. I don’t like to just dress a human figure. 
In this particular case, I based the design on triangular forms, because the pyramid is stable, almost impossible to move, just as he is. 


For the face, I wanted him to have it painted, but in an alien way, something that implies a meaning we do not know. For me, it is important 
when I design an alien being to give the feeling of depth, the impression that there's a lot of his culture you're not going to understand, 
because he’s from another part of the universe, and you're not supposed to understand it. I tried some geometric designs for the face 
painting and, after asking the creative team of NO SURRENDER, we ended up agreeing on the final one. As a funny detail, he has no belly 
button because he was never born. 


CAN METAL MASTER CONTROL THORS HAMMER? 


It was a point of hot debate when we came up with the beat where Molyn seizes control of Mjolnir--and for your reading pleasure, 
here’s the INCREDIBLY nerdy email that cinched it for us! 


Pepe Larraz 


MARK WAID: Okay. The science of Thor’s magic hammer, taken in part from 

all the research I did for that Thor/Hulk crossover I did a few years back with 

Walt Simonson: Uru metal was forged in fiery pits by dwarven blacksmiths. 

r Based upon its observed properties--that it is nigh-indestructible, cannot be 
lifted by anyone except if they be as worthy as Thor and always returns to his 
hand--there can be only one explanation: “Uru metal” must actually be an exotic 

al form of matter that can be induced to emit gravitons. Gravitons are particles 
= (theoretically predicted but, unlike the Higgs boson, still not experimentally 
confirmed) that mediate the force of gravity, just like photons transmit the 
force of electromagnetism. While we are unable to forge Uru metal on Earth, 

the dwarven blacksmiths, being as advanced compared to us as we are to our 
early ancestors, could craft a hammer whose properties seem like magic to us. 


Being able to change the rate of emission and absorption of gravitons is equivalent to being able to change an object’s mass 
and even shape it. If a person whom the hammer has determined to be unworthy attempts to lift the hammer, thanks to 
Odin’s enchantment, the Uru metal will dramatically increase the rate of graviton emission. This will result in an exponential 
increase in the gravitational attraction between the Earth and the hammer, such that it cannot be budged. When Thor grips 
Mjolnir’s handle, the “identity recognition enchantment,” if you will, causes the graviton emission to cease, and the hammer 
resumes its normal weight. 


Now, here’s where this applies to Metal Master. 


Changing an object’s mass via graviton emission or absorption will alter not only its gravitational attraction, but will also 
affect its inertia--that is, its resistance to a change in its motion--and I think that’s where we can cheat with Metal Master. 
Inertia already affects Mjolnir to some extent, Thor or no Thor--it holds it down when not held by the worthy. But it’s not 
ABSOLUTE. If inertia were immutable around the hammer, then it would be forever anchored to a specific spot in space and 
Earth’s rotation and movement would leave it behind lickety-split, forever to hover in a fixed point in space. 


Metal Master can’t lift the hammer, but I submit that if his real power is control over gravitons (which, let’s say for 
argument’s sake, he can “see” in metals, and they're the tools by which he shapes/controls metal), he can’t “lift” or necessarily 
“manipulate” Thor’s hammer--but he can screw with its inertia, stopping it dead in relation to Earth’s rotation. This would 
give the illusion of the hammer bowling someone over. It’s not the hammer moving, it’s the Earth. That make any sense? 
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Wonder Man and Beast team up in a desperate attempt to save Jarvis, 
while the Avengers reel from the crushing loss of one of their own. 
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